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Research and work experience
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Committee on Evolutionary Biology, University of Chicago
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Herbarium, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras
e In charge of curatorial tasks and management of the lichen collection.

Lecturing Faculty

Universidad del Este (UNE), Recinto de Carolina

e Lecturer and laboratory instructor for General Biology I, General
Biology I, and Plant Biology

e Designed curricula, rubrics and served as laboratory coordinator for
Plant Biology

Research Associate

International Institute of Tropical Forestry (USFS), Rio Piedras
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articles and reports related to a project describing lichen communities
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in northeastern Puerto Rico
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2007-2011 Research Assistant
International Institute of Tropical Forestry (USFS), Rio Piedras
e In charge of data analysis and fieldwork for a long-term research study
of plant community responses to climate change in the Alaskan Arctic.
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The Conservation Trust of Puerto Rico (Para La Naturaleza), San Juan
e In charge of geographical analysis and preparation of maps necessary
for the management of natural protected areas.

Professional organizations

Society for the Study of Evolution (SSE)

Ecological Society of America (ESA)

American Bryological and Lichenological Society (ABLS)
International Association of Lichenologists (IAL)
Mycological Society of America (MSA)

Grants and fellowships

2020 Grainger Bioinformatics Center Award, Field Museum ($3,500)

2019 SSB MiniARTS Award ($2,087.00)

2018 Culberson & Hale 2018 Field Lichenology Research Award ($750)

2018 CEB Henry Hinds Fund ($2,500)

2018 Mycological Society of America Mentor Student Travel Award ($1,000)

2018 Biological Sciences Division (The University of Chicago) Travel Award ($500)

2017 Ford Predoctoral Fellowship ($24,000 per year. Three year period)

2017 CEB - Field Museum Pritzker Lab funds ($2,000)

2016 Committee on Evolutionary Biology Travel Grant ($2,000)

2016 International Association of Lichenology Travel Grant ($414.00)

2014 Ford Motor Company's Conservation & Environmental Grant ($2,000)

2011 International Institute of Tropical Forestry Independent Study Research Grant
($50,000)
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biogeography of Cladonia sandstedei (Abbayes) Ahti in the Caribbean (2020) Grainger
Bioinformatics Center Virtual Symposium, Field Museum, Chicago, IL, USA.
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Mercado-Diaz JA, Licking R, Moncada B, Widhelm T, Lumbsch HT. An integrative
taxonomic approach to elucidate the diversity of the lichen genus Sticta (Ascomycota:
Lobariaceae) in Puerto Rico (2018) International Mycological Congress, San Juan, PR.

Mercado-Diaz JA Lichenized fungi in tropical islands and the case for putative endemic
distributions. (2018) 2018 Committee on Evolutionary Biology (The University of
Chicago) Symposium. Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago, IL, USA.

Mercado-Diaz JA Integrative taxonomic approaches to understand species diversity of
lichenized fungi in a Caribbean island (2017) 2017 Committee on Evolutionary Biology
(The University of Chicago) Symposium. Chicago Botanic Garden, Chicago, IL, USA.
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genus Sticta in Puerto Rico (2016) International Association of Lichenology Symposium,
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Mercado-Diaz JA, Zahn G, Walker L, Mufioz A y Licking R. Evaluacion del estatus de
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(2013) X1 Encuentro del Grupo Latinoamericano de Liquendlogos, Jardin Botéanico de
Caracas, Universidad Central de Venezuela, Caracas, Venezuela.

Mercado-Diaz, JA. Los Liquenes: Elementos olvidados de la biodiversidad
puertorriquefia. 10mo Simposio Ambiental (2011) Universidad de Puerto Rico, Cayey,
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Presente y Futuro (2011) 10mo Encuentro del Grupo Latinoamericano de Liquendlogos,
Universidad Distrital Francisco José de Caldas, Bogota, Colombia.

Gould WA, Welker JM, Mercado-Diaz, JA, Anderson A, and M Menken. Using long-
term experimental warming to distinguish vegetation responses to warming from other
environmental drivers related to climate change (2010) American Geophysical Union
Meeting, San Francisco, CA, USA.

Mercado-Diaz JA and WA Gould. Landscape- and decadal-scale changes in the
composition and structure of plant communities in the northern foothills of the Brooks
Range of Arctic Alaska (2010) American Geophysical Union Meeting, San Francisco,
CA, USA.

Mercado-Diaz JA and WA Gould. Vegetation change in the Alaskan Arctic (1989-2008)
(2010) American Association for the Advancement of Science Caribbean Division
Annual Conference, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, PR.

Mercado-Diaz JA and Gould W. Plant community responses of Alaskan arctic tundra
after 14 years of experimental warming and snow manipulation. (2009) ESA Annual
Meeting, Albuquerque, NM, USA



13. Mercado-Diaz JA Respuestas de la vegetacion a experimentos de cambio climético a
largo plazo en la tundra artica (2009) IITF Scientific Seminars Series, International
Institute of Tropical Forestry, San Juan, PR.

14. Mercado-Diaz JA and WA Gould. Plant Community Responses of Alaskan Arctic
Tundra After 14 Years of Experimental Warming and Snow Manipulation (2008)
American Geophysical Union Meeting, San Francisco, CA, USA.

15. Gould, WA, and Mercado-Diaz JA Twenty-year record of vegetation change from long-
term plots in Alaskan tundra (2008) American Geophysical Union Meeting, San
Francisco, CA, USA.

16. Mercado-Diaz JA, Gould WA and AB Carroll. The Imnavait Creek Grid’s plant
community dynamics: Changes in vegetation structure and composition after an 18-year
interval (2008) Third Symposium of Graduate Research in Biology, University of Puerto
Rico, Rio Piedras, PR.

Talks and other presentations

1. Date: Sept 17, 2020
Title: Evolution, biogeography, and species diversity patterns of lichenized fungi in
Puerto Rico and the Caribbean
Audience: Department seminar, Biology Graduate Program, University of Puerto Rico

2. Date: Apr 29, 2020
Title: Elucidating species richness in lichen fungi: the genus Sticta in Puerto Rico.
Audience: Graduate Mycology course seminar, University of Puerto Rico
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Moncada, B., Mason-Gamer, R. & Lumbsch, H.T. (2019). Multiple historical processes
obscure phylogenetic relationships in a taxonomically difficult group (Lobariaceae,
Ascomycota). Scientific Reports, 9(1), 8968.
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Fungal Diversity, 1-69.
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fungal family Trypetheliaceae (Dothideomycetes: Ascomycota) Taxon 63(5): 974-992.

18. Lumbsch, HT, Kraichak E, Parnmen S, Rivas-Plata E, Aptroot A, Céaceres MES, Ertz D,
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Skog og Landskap, As, Norway.

Book chapters

1. Shaver GR, Laundre JA, Bret-Harte MS, Chapin FS I, Mercado-Diaz JA, Giblin AE, L
Gough, Gould WA, Hobbie SE, Kling GW, Mack MC, Moore JC, Nadelhoffer K,
Rastetter EB, Schimel JP (2014) Terrestrial ecosystems at Toolik Lake, Alaska. In JE
Hobbie and GW Kling (Eds) Alaska’s changing Arctic: ecological consequences for
tundra, streams, and lakes. Oxford University Press, NY, pp 90-142.
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