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Landscape view of the Maricao State Forest, Puerto Rico.
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The Maricao State Forest is located on the island of Pucrto Rice
between the municipalities of Maricao, Sabana Grande and San
Germdn. Tt lies at the western end of the Cordillera Central and covers
an arca of nearly 10,518 acres. Almost 90% of the soils in this forest are
derived from serpentine rocks, a greenish-gray metamorphic rack that is
often seen in outcrops throughout this forest. Most of the forest types at
the Maricao State Fores! ified as Moist, Wet and Lower-Mon-
tane-Wet subtropical forests. Tt is considercd the arca of highest plant
diversity in Puetto Rico. Three salient ecological attributes of the
Maricao Stale Foresl make it unique among all forests ol the island: its
altermnating wet dry climate, the well acreated serpentiue derived soils,
and its high degree of endemism. Some of its most couspicuous
endemic species include the Higliero de Sierra tree (Cresceniia portori-
censis), the Eliin-woods Warbler (Setophaga angelze), and the Puerlo
Rican Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striams venator). There is also a
high diversity of lichens in this forest. Fruticose and foliose macroli-
Lhm\ \uch as several species within the genera Ramalina, Usnea,
Teloschistes, Cladenia and Parmotrema, arc most commonly found in
s\m-exposed conditions. The forest understory is characterized by a
high diversity of crustose microlichens such as Oceflularia praes s
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